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Inspiration for this Work

• Veletsianos (2017): “Do researchers make their research available to the public?”

• The impact of instructional technology/design research depends on stakeholders’ ability to 
access it. Non-institutional stakeholders (e.g., instructional designers and teachers) often 
face financial barriers in accessing research. What proportion of our research is the public 
able to access freely? In this study, I report the results of a study developed to answer this 
question. I find that approximately 48% of research published in a respectable and well-
known journal was available freely via public means.

• Rosenberg: “Uneven Access: How Academic Journal Articles Are Shared in the Open”
(Proposed to Open Education Conference)

• Using a sample of 50 articles randomly selected from among all the articles published in 
the United States largest educational research organization, the American Educational 
Research Association, in 2010, 2012, 2014, 2016, 2018, and 2020, I examined whether the 
article was available on the open web. I also explored what version of the article was 
shared (the published version or a pre-print of the paper) and under what copyright terms 
(i.e., open access or without permission). I found that 35 (70%) of the articles I analyzed 
were available in any form; 68% were available in their final, published form, and only 2% 
were available as a pre-print. Though more than two-thirds of articles were available in 
their final, published form, only 20% of the articles that were available in such a form 
possessed an open license. The remaining 48% were shared despite having a license that 
technically prohibits such sharing.



Open Scholarship

Academics, policymakers, and practitioners 
encourage education researchers to share 
their work with the public. 

OER and open education advocates have 
argued for the public’s right to access 
publicly-funded research. 



While open access 
options proliferate, a 
variety of systemic 
challenges including

1. Journal-perceived prestige

2. Career stage of scholars

3. Professional advancement criteria

4. Unequal access to open access 
fees

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.flickr.com/photos/64519085@N00/2428580273
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Prior Research

• In surveying educational technology scholars 
regarding their perceptions of open access 
journals, Perkins and Lowenthal (2016) paint 
a picture of the complicated relationship that 
academics have with open access journals in 
the field.

• Results show that academics make decisions 
around where to submit their research 
largely based on the topic of their article

• We are though to think about a journals 
"aims" or consider the journal "author 
guidelines".

• Ideological concerns and values (i.e., sharing 
their work with the public) may not be as 
critical.



Potential Hero:
Self-Archiving



Earlier research reveals that the self-archiving of 
research is an uncommon practice (Way, 2010).

Estimating that around 20% of scholarship across 
disciplines is available either through open access means 
or through author self-archiving (Björk et al, 2010).



Work in Progress Project



• We sought to systematically document 
the degree to which papers published by 
a prominent United States education 
organization (American Educational 
Research Association) are available to 
the public.

• The organization published 7 distinct 
education research journals. 



Accessing Google 
Scholar through 

serpAPI

Part of the the work has involved using a third-party service 
that provides automated (i.e., via a programming language) 
access to Google Scholar results. 

It has taken many iterations, but we have some python code 
that works well for accessing any accessible versions of 
articles (based on a search using the article’s title). It has 
seemed to work well, but we are presently validating the 
results.

Code available here: 
https://joshuamrosenberg.com/post/2023/02/23/accessing-
google-scholar-results-through-serpapi/

This  Photo by Unknown Author i s licensed under CC BY-SA

https://journal.uii.ac.id/unilib
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/handwriting/r/results.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


What proportion of 
articles are available 
in any form?

N accessible articles: 2146
N total articles: 3055
N articles not accessible: 909
Proportion accessible: 0.702







What proportion of accessible articles are available from specific domains?



Validation Process

Sample of 100 links

Validation by comparison with 
manual search of URLs in Google 
Scholar

Validation by manually checking 
the type of content found in URLs 
retrieved



Validation by comparison with manual search 
in Google Scholar

Percentages

Matches: 69/100 (69%)

Mismatched: 31/100 (31%)

8/31 
You do have direct access to the article; however, you 
just get a unique link that is directly to your computer 
(i.e., a download link).



Validation by manually checking the type of content found 
in URLs retrieved

All the links provided were for AERA Open

There are 7 academia.edu links. They all provided an error page when clicked.

There was 1 "View it @ CTU" link. That did not link to the article.

There was 1 "special case" where the PDF was not of the paper, but of the pre-
analysis plan for the paper. 

Of 100 links, 9 did not lead to a paper.

http://academia.edu/


Feedback and 
Conclusion



Scholars are self-archiving their 
scholarship



Do we continue publishing in closed journals and 
use self-archiving as a workaround? 

Or, do we publish in open journals without the 
need for a workaround?
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