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What is 
Critical Digital 
Pedagogy?

“Critical Pedagogy is an approach to teaching 
and learning predicated on fostering agency 
and empowering learners (implicitly and 
explicitly critiquing oppressive power 
structures).” 

Jesse Stommel, Critical Digital Pedagogy: a 
Definition

https://hybridpedagogy.org/critical-digital-pedagogy-definition/


Key Aspects of Critical Digital Pedagogy

centers its practice on community and collaboration

must remain open to diverse, international voices, and thus requires invention to reimagine the 
ways that communication and collaboration happen across cultural and political boundaries

Cannot be defined by a single voice, but must gather a collection of voices

must have use and application outside traditional institutions of education

Jesse Stommel, Critical Digital Pedagogy: a Definition

https://hybridpedagogy.org/critical-digital-pedagogy-definition/


Critical Digital 
Pedagogy

Three Tier Design Culturally Relevant 
Pedagogy



Three-Tier Design Process

• Learning Objectives
• Learning Activities
• Alignment
• Accessibility

Design

• Instructional Language
• Organization of Materials

Development

• Communication
• Access to Resources
• Navigation

User-Experience



Design: Learning Objectives (SMART)

SPECIFIC MEASURABLE ATTAINABLE RELEVANT TIME-BOUND



Design: 
Learning 
Activities

As stated in Merrill’s first principle of 
learning (Merrill 2002), “instruction 
is more likely to be effective when 
learners have the opportunity to 
work on tasks of increasing 
complexity with feedback on their 
performance”



Design: Alignment

Ji, W., Muljana, P.S., Romero-Hall, E.J. (2021). DOI: 10.1080/87567555.2020.1865253

https://doi.org/10.1080/87567555.2020.1865253


Key Takeaways

Combining the course syllabus and course 
calendar as one file 

The list and description of learning 
activities should be articulated consistently, 
if they appear in two different locations, 
such as in the module overview page and 
inside a module folder. 

Clarifying the difference between required 
activities and the optional ones. 

Providing clear and detailed instruction 
with relevant examples and rubrics on 
assignments. 



Design: Accessibility



“Addressing 
accessibility is 

something you do for 
people with 
disabilities”



“Addressing accessibility 
is something you do for 
people with disabilities”



Accessible learning 
materials will help all 

students, regardless of 
ability, with a variety of 

learning needs.



Accessibility Tips

It is crucial to properly layout textual content in a sequential hierarchy and avoid copying 
content with formats that would cause technical issues.

The use of full line justification should be avoided as it can create unnaturally large or small 
spaces between words and make the visual flow of the content more difficult to follow.

Using only two or three types of fonts or text sizes should strongly be considered when 
planning the design of a course

The proper formatting of tables in a document is also important.



Accessibility Tips

• Consider providing synchronized closed captions and transcripts for multimedia and 
video

• The use of alternative text for images and thoughtful text formatting should be 
considered during course design

• If the intent is to emphasize certain content, solely using color text should be avoided. 
Consider specific ways to format the text, such as underlining the content or include 
borderline/outline/background in color



Development: Instructional Language

Ji, W., Muljana, P.S., Romero-Hall, E.J. (2021). DOI: 10.1080/87567555.2020.1865253

https://doi.org/10.1080/87567555.2020.1865253


Development: Organization of Materials 



Development: Organization of Materials 

Module

Rubric Learning Materials Links to Exams Links to Discussion 
Forums

Sample 
Assignments

Software 
Instructions



User-Experience: Communication 

Communication

Office Hours Office Numbers Office Locations Response Time 
Policy

Etiquettes of 
Communication



User-Experience: Access to Resources
Photo by Szabo Viktor on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@vmxhu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/software?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


User-Experience: Navigation

Navigation Video

The Use of Announcements

Desktop Device Testing

Mobile Device Testing



Culturally 
Responsive 
Pedagogy (CRP) 
in Digital Praxis



Reflection of the 
Instructor

Positionality 

Subjectivity
Photo by jose aljovin on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@josealjovin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/thinking?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Knowledge Democracy
Multiple Epistemological Frameworks

Photo by Martin Sanchez on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@martinsanchez?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/global?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Representation Matters
• Inclusive Images

• Embracing Homes Languages

Photo by Omar Lopez on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@omarlopez1?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/cultural-diversity?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Tips

Rather than punish our learners because of grammatical mistakes, we can be curious about 
language and grammatical errors as formative data (Singer, 2018). 

Another way to affirm home languages as an asset is to encourage digital collaboration among 
learners with fluency in the same language. 

Encouraging these learners to collaborate or connect facilitates use of their home language to 
incorporate prior knowledge, clarify complex concepts, or ask each other questions. 

Gestures like embedding multilingual greetings, terms, or expressions into your online content, 
announcements, and synchronous online meetings signal that learners of all backgrounds are 
valued (Singer, 2018).



Critical 
Selection of 
Educational 
Technology

Radical Digital Citizenship 

Photo by Sara Kurfeß on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@stereophototyp?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/technology?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Black, 
Indigenous, People of Color 
(BIPOC).



Social Presence

Tapping into the Learner’s Culture
Photo by Larm Rmah on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@larm?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/social?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


WHITESIDE,  INTEGRATING THE SOCIAL PRESENCE MODEL TO MAXIMIZE BLENDED AND ONLINE LEARNING EXPERIENCES

http://secure.onlinelearningconsortium.org/effective_practices/integrating-social-presence-model-maximize-blended-and-online-learning-experienc


Universal Design for Learning

Empathy and Care

Photo by Külli Kittus on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@kyllik?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/empathy-care?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


CAST (2018). Universal Design for Learning Guidelines version 2.2. Retrieved from http://udlguidelines.cast.org

http://udlguidelines.cast.org/


Netiquette

Respect

Relevance

Reciprocity

Responsibility

Relationships



Netiquettes that Embrace the Five R’s 



Critical Digital 
Pedagogy

Learner-
Centered 
Environments

Learning 
Management 
System [LMS]



Additional 
Resources

Luna-Thomas, M. & Romero-Hall, 
E.J. (forthcoming). La clave: Culturally relevant 
pedagogy in digital praxis. Koseoglu, S., 
Veletsianos, G., Rowell, C. (Eds.), Critical Digital 
Pedagogy: Broadening Horizons, Bridging 
Theory and Practice. Athabasca University 
Press.

Culturally Diverse Stock Photo Websites

Black Illustrations: 
https://www.blackillustrations.com

https://www.aupress.ca/series/issues-in-distance-education/
https://www.lyricalhost.com/blog/20-websites-to-download-culturally-diverse-stock-photos/?fbclid=IwAR1OmpTEjOTvm6n74g8lzAv8V_xgjTWp1KSGlIdubvOSVHFgsDvzFct2y6Y
https://www.blackillustrations.com/


Questions? 
Thank you!


